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5.   Accused persons ma-r ba iriecl in their absence.
G.   2N ; appeal is dieted.

The avowed object of this ordinance was to
suppress a i terrorist ' movement in Bengal. It was
promulgated before the Round Table Conference in
London had dispersed.

I was with Mr. Gandhi when he received news of
the ordinance, and he feared immediately that it meant
the end of the truce between the British Government
and the National Congress.

EFFECT ON GANDHIJI'S MIKD

Then came news of the repressive ordinances to
suppress the discontentment in the North-West Frontier
Province and the rent strike in the United Provinces.
They had a most depressing effect upon Mr. Gandhi.
Despite the disappointments of the Round Table Con-
ference, he still had hope.

He trusted the honesty of purpose of Sir Samuel
Hoare the Conservative Secretary of state, though he
recognized the distance which separated their views.
While there was sincerity on each side he felt that the
door to co-operation was still open.

The Bengal ordinance has been extended to
Bombay, and the North-West Frontier Province ordi-
nances have been extended to a large part of India.
Before describing them, reference should be made to the
Rent Strike Ordinance, which at the moment of writing